
It’s Time for Program Kickoff  
It’s that time of year again for each unit to begin planning for 

the next Scouting season. Funding, coordinating and planning 

your unit’s events, in addition to recruiting new Scouts is ex-

tremely important to your unit. To facilitate your efforts, the 
Blue Water Council is once again hosting the Annual Program 

Kickoff! 
 

We will provide your unit leaders with important information to 

help run an effective program.  As a result, your unit Cubmas-
ter, Scoutmaster, Assistant Scoutmaster, Senior Patrol Leader, 
Committee Chairman and all Committee Members should 
plan on attending. Check the Blue Water Council website for 

any updates. 
 

Boy Scouts, Crews, Explorers and Venturers- 

Wednesday, August 17th 

Cub Scouts-Wednesday, August 24th 
 

             Time:   6-8:30pm (a light dinner will be provided to  

             those who RSVP-donations will be accepted) 

            Where: First United Methodist Church 
What to bring:  

           Your unit representatives 
           The date for your Family Friends of Scouting Presentation 

           The name of your Popcorn Kernel 

           A tentative date for your unit’s fall open house/roundup 

           Email addresses and phone numbers of your unit leaders 
 

Please RSVP to the Scout Service Center by August 15th with 

the names of those who will be representing your unit.  
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Fall Cub & Sea Scout Leader Training 

Cub Scout Leader Training dates are as follows:  

Oct 4th – DL/CM/MC training  
 Location: First United Methodist Church 
Oct 11th – TL/WL training  
 Location: First United Methodist Church 
Oct 15th – TL/DL/WL training  
 Location: Scout Service Center 
Nov 5th – Den Chief & Cub Scout Leader  

 OWL & BALOO training  
 Location: Silver Trails  
Nov 12th – TL/DL/WL training 9am-1pm &  

 Cubmaster/Committee Member training 2-5pm 
 Location: Silver Trails 
Sea Scout Leader Training date is as follows:  

Nov 5th – Adult Basic Leader Training 
 Location: Maritime Center 
 

More dates may be added if necessary.  For more information 

about Cub Scout Leader training contact Dawn Almstadt at 

810-392-2805. 

From our Council President 

Very soon the Executive Board of the Blue 

Water Council will be asked to vote on the 

participation in the Area 2 consolidation 

plan.  I must emphasize that it is critical you 

read and understand the impact the con-

solidation will have on Scouting.  The area 

project recommendations, now referred to 

as the Crossroads Project, contains all of the 

pertinent Area 2 Project information.  More 

information can be found online at bsaare-

aproject.org and any questions can also be 

asked online at www.bsaareaproject.org/

ask-a-question/.  If you were at the July 11th 

Grand Cookout, you heard an in-depth dis-

cussion of the pros and cons of the Area 2 

Project by the members representing us on 

the various committees of the pro-

ject.  These members included Gary Beem, 

Pete Cangemi, Steve McPherson, Mike 

Whaling and Paul Schwartz.  Earl DesJardins 

and I also attended some of the Area 2 Pro-

ject meetings. 
 

The schedule for voting on the project is fast 

approaching and will be a major topic of 

the August 8th Executive Committee meet-

ing and the September 15th full board meet-

ing to be held at 6:30pm at the First United 

Methodist Church. This important meeting 

has been rescheduled from September 12th 

to accommodate the Area 2 Project sched-

ule for voting consistency.  The outcome of 

this vote will determine the future of Scout-

ing in the Blue Water Council and the State 

of Michigan. Additional meetings on August 

24th and September 1st are being held to 

inform Scouting volunteers. 
 

I urge you once again to study the materials 

so you can be informed as to what is hap-

pening. Feel free to contact any of the 

names mentioned above to get additional 

information. Since research may be needed 

to answer some of your questions, please 

contact us no later than September 9th. 
 

The future of Scouting rests in your hands! 

Sincerely, 

 
Robert C. Beedon, President 
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Scout Uniform Specials  
A uniform makes a boy feels like he’s part of a 

group.  To help offset the cost of a Cub Scout 

uniform, we are offering the following incentive. 

If you purchase the Scout shirt, hat, necker-

chief and slide at the same time (during Sep-

tember & October), the Scout Shop will give 

you the basic insignia (Council strip, unit num-

bers and world crest) FREE.  (An $8.60 value) 

Cub Scout Uniform Prices 
Description                                                       

Blue Cub Scout Short Sleeve Shirt                 $22.99 

Blue Cub Scout Long Sleeve Shirt                 $26.99 

Blue Cub Scout Switchback Pants               $24.99 

Blue Cub Scout Belt                           $7.99 to $8.99 

Neckerchief  -  Tiger, Wolf, Bear                     $5.99 

Neckerchief  -  Webelos                                  $9.99 

Neckerchief Slide                                             $3.99 

Cub Scout Hats                                               $12.99 
Tan Youth Short Sleeve Shirt, cotton/poly   $24.99 

Cub Scare Night Coming in October 
Mark your calendars for the 

annual CUB SCARE NIGHT! 

This event, open to all regis-

tered Cub Scouts, leaders 

and family members will be 

held on Saturday, October 

29th at Silver Trails. The night will feature a hayride 

through the forest, games and a haunted house. 

Bring family members and relatives to join in the 

fun! Costumes may be worn by kids, and candy will 

be given to participants. Wristbands will be re-

quired and given at registration the night of the 

event. Please register early so the correct number 

of supplies can be ordered.  
 

Early registration received now until Friday, October 

14th - $5 per person. Registration after October 14th - 

$6 per person.  
 

Registration forms are available at the Scout Ser-

vice Center or online. Contact Korissa Kramer at 

korissa.kramer@scouting.org or the Scout Service 

Center for further information. 

The Mom & Me Ocean Explosion! 
Here it comes...the Ocean Ex-

plosion! We’re suiting up for this 

fun sea themed event! Sharks 

and Dolphins and Starfish be-

ware—the Blue Water Council 

Cub Scouts are prepared! We 

need “Mates” to help run this 

awesome event! No experience 

needed. Scouts 14 and older 

and adults are needed for games, crafts, shooting 

sports, campfire program, kitchen help and any-

where else we come up with. Call Cyndi at 810-982-

9529 to volunteer.  

Cub Scout Roundtables 
Mark your calendars for some ex-

citing information coming your 

way! This staff is on fire with so 

many ideas for your packs and dens! The next 

meeting is Wednesday, September 14th, 7pm at 

the Scout Service Center. Don’t miss it!  

Attention New Den Chiefs  
Our next training is Saturday, November 5th at Silver 

Trails Scout Reservation. Flyers will be available on 

the Council website shortly. While there are no spe-

cific age or rank requirements to attend this Boy 

Scout training, a Scoutmaster should follow some 

basic guidelines. A Scout should be registered with a 

Troop for at least one year to learn how to be a Boy 

Scout and have the maturity to interact with Cub 

Scouts as a leader, not a peer. In most cases, first 

year Boy Scouts need time to grow and develop 

themselves before leading younger Scouts. It is at 

the Scoutmaster’s discretion as to whether or not a 

Scout is ready, but it is recommended to wait at 

least one year. The Scoutmaster must sign the train-

ing registration to give consent.  

Cub Scout Outdoor Training 
Outdoor Webelos Leader (OWL) and BALOO 
Come out to Silver Trails on Saturday, November 5th 

to get your outdoor knowledge turned up a notch 

and learn everything you need to know to take Cub 

Scouts camping. Webelos leaders can take their 

dens camping and Packs can hold an overnighter 

after completing this one day training. Flyers will be 

available on the Council website. If you have any 

questions, call Dawn Almstadt at 810-392-2805. 
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We congratulate the followingWe congratulate the followingWe congratulate the followingWe congratulate the following    
young men for earning theiryoung men for earning theiryoung men for earning theiryoung men for earning their    

Eagle Scout rank.Eagle Scout rank.Eagle Scout rank.Eagle Scout rank.    oy Scout News 
Troop 296 

Christopher Nash 

Patrick Kierst 
 

Troop 331 

Tyler Kreiner 

Troop 216 

Thomas Hickman 
 

Troop 245 

Trevor Schick 

Eagle Scout Award Kits are being sponsored by the 

Port Huron Kiwanis Club in memory of Clayton Ber-

dan. Each Eagle Scout receives an award kit which 

includes the Eagle Scout patch, Eagle Scout medal 

and parent pins. Thank you to the Kiwanis for this 

generous contribution. 

Indian Lore Campmaster 
September is when the Cherokee celebrated the 

Ripe Corn Festival and offered thanks for the har-

vest. September is also the time for the Indian Lore 

Merit Badge weekend at Silver 

Trails Scout Reservation. Lee 

“Spotted Pony” and Anne “Night 

Wind” Billingsley will again be 

your hosts for a weekend of 

teaching, discussion, language 

and crafts, games, archery and 

drum sessions. Adults are wel-

come and encouraged to par-

ticipate with the Scouts provided 

they are registered and pay the 

$12.00 fee. What a great way to 

experience Native American culture! 
 

What:    Indian Lore Campmaster 

When:   Friday, September 16th beginning at 6pm  

  until 1pm Sunday, September 18th 

Where:  Silver Trails Scout Reservation 
Cost:     $12 per person 
  

Please be sure to register by Friday, September 9th. 

Order of the Arrow News 
Chickagami Lodge 180 
 

In July, I had the opportunity to at-

tend SummitCorps in West Virginia. 

SummitCorps is where Arrowmen 

from around the nation travel to The 

Summit, the new permanent home for the National 

Jamboree. Once there we built a mountain bike 

trail in the neighboring National Park. The plan is to 

build 16 miles or 84,480 feet of trails in four weeks. 

We also had the opportunity to go white water raft-

ing, rock climbing or zip lining. If you have any ques-

tions about the Order of the Arrow or SummitCorps 

you can contact me at allen.matt.12@gmail.com. 

Matthew Allen, Lodge Chief  

Fall Camporee  
Get excited for the 2011 Fall 

Camporee. Calling all Boy 

Scouts and Webelos to partici-

pate in this exciting event, as 

this will be a weekend you will 

not want to miss! Flyers will be 

emailed to all unit leaders very 

soon. 
 

What:    Fall Camporee  

When:   October 14th-16th 

Where:  Silver Trails Scout Reservation 
Cost:     $10 per person 
 

Check-in will be Friday, October 14th from 6-8pm 

and activities will end at noon on Sunday,  

October 16th. 

A flyer will be available in the Scout Service Center 

and on the Council website soon. 

Boy Scout Roundtables 

Are you ready for some great tips for 

your troops? Come join the Chris and 

Dave team! They have the scoop on 

cooking, camping, Scout skills and more! Did we 

mention the food? Learn how to cook amazing 

dishes even in the outdoors! The first meeting is at 

Indian Lore on Friday, September 16th at Silver 

Trails. Bring your SPL’s too!  

Boy Scout Leader Training 

Boy Scout Leader Position Specific and Outdoor 

Leader Skills for Scoutmasters and Assistants is 

scheduled for November 4-6th at Silver Trails. Your 

time is valuable which is why we jam-pack a week-

end with great hands-on information just for you! 

This training is very important for troop leaders. 

Please be sure to do ‘Youth Protection’ and ‘This is 

Scouting’ online before the weekend training. 

Bring your certificates with you. If you have any 

questions, call training chair Dave Zarling at 810-

987-0226. Go to the Council website to do training 

online. 



ews for All 
Silver Trails Archery Shoots 
There are still two Silver Trails Archery 

Shoots left in 2011! Sponsored by the 

Silver Trails Archery Committee, the 

shoots are a fun-filled fundraising favor-

ite. This fundraiser is open to the public; 

both adult and youth, Boy Scouts and 

Cub Scouts, are welcome to attend. The remaining 

dates for the Archery Shoots are as follows: 
 

 Shoot #2:  August 6th & 7th  
 Shoot #3:  September 10th & 11th  
  

Both dates share the following schedule of events:  

 Saturday: Event time 9am-5pm 

       Medals awarded to all shooters 

 Sunday:    Event time 8am-3pm 

       Trophies awarded to 1st, 2nd, & 3rd  

       place shooters 
 

The cost per course: Adults (13 and over) $8, Youth 
$5, Children (8 and under) $2.  
There are two different courses that use 3D targets. 
 

Each day there will be an all-you-

can-eat “Hunter’s Breakfast” 

available at the cost of $6 per 

person. Call Diane Hazzard at  

810-304-0823 for additional infor-

mation. Registration will be on the 

day of the event at Silver Trails.    

4 

Youth Protection Training 
Every registered volunteer needs to complete 

Youth Protection Training. New leaders are re-

quired to take Youth Protection training before 

they submit their application for registration. This 

training must be updated every two years. If a vol-

unteer’s training record is not up-to-date at the 

time of recharter, the volunteer will not be reregis-

tered. 
  
Youth Protection training is available online at  

MyScouting.org. Registered volunteers can log in 

using their member ID number, 

and the training will be updated 

onto their profile. Non-registered 

volunteers can still take the train-

ing online, but the training card 

must be printed and sent to the 

Scout Service Center.  
 

Training will also be available at the Scout Service 

Center. Watch for upcoming dates on our website. 

It’s Popcorn Time - 2011 Popcorn Kickoff  
The annual popcorn fundraiser is an outstanding op-

portunity for your unit to raise the funds necessary to 

finance its entire year of Scouting.  This year’s Blue 

Water Council Popcorn Fundraiser promises to be 

the best seen in the Council in many years.  Many 

changes have been made in the commission struc-

ture for unit sales and in the incentives available to 

the sellers. These improvements will be covered in 

detail at the Council Popcorn Kick-off that will be 

held on September 1st!  
 

Cub Scout Units: 6-7:30pm 
Boy Scout/Explorer/Venture Scout/
Sea Scout Units: 7:30-8:30pm  
 

Among other changes that are be-

ing instituted this year are three very  

important changes:  
Show and Sell 
Ordering Changes  
Above and Beyond Incentives 
 

For any of the changes to be effective in increasing 

unit sales, it is imperative that your unit select a moti-

vated and capable Popcorn Kernel, and that your 

unit’s Popcorn Kernel attend the Council Kickoff.  In 

the past, attending the Council Kick-off earned the 

unit 1% in additional commissions.  This year, how-

ever, due to the significant changes in the Council 

Popcorn Program, missing the Council Kickoff could 

cost your unit up to 3% in commission.   Please make 

every effort to attend! 
 

Mark your unit calendars with the following important 
popcorn dates:  
 

September 1     Blue Water Council Popcorn Kickoff  

   (First United Methodist Church,  

    828 Lapeer Avenue)  

September 12    Show-and-Sell/Show-and-Deliver  
                orders due to Blue Water Service  

    Center by 5pm  

October 4          Popcorn Sale begins/Show-and-Sell/ 
    Show-and-Deliver product pickup 

November 14    All unit orders due to the Blue Water  

    Service Center by 5:00pm  

December 2      Popcorn distribution 
 

Please RSVP to the Scout Service Center by Friday, 

August 26th with names and number of individuals 

that will be attending from your unit. 

Troop Supplies Needed  
Ranger Jerry is creating new troops and is in need 

of troop supplies. If your troop has anything that 

you are willing to donate, please let Jerry know 

either by phone at 810-394-1185 or by email at 

jerry.deeg@scouting.org.  
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Adult Leader Award Recipients 
 

Sea Scout Skippers Key Award 

Mary Minnis 

 
Sea Scout Adult Leader Training Award 

Mary Minnis 

 
Tiger Cub Den Leader Award 

Neil Green 

Sporting Clays Shoot Fundraiser 
Join Eastern Michigan 

Bank and the Blue Wa-

ter Council this August 

for the 5th annual 

Sporting Clays Shoot. 

The event will feature a live 

auction, door prizes and a silent auction prior to 

and during dinner.  
 

  When:  Sunday August 21st 
            Where:  Four Square Conservation Club   
               6779 Cline Road, Jeddo  

  Shooters Fee:  $100 which includes 75 rounds of  
   sporting clays (shells included),  

  dinner and beverages. 
 

The event is still looking for sponsors and teams. 

Contact the Scout Service Center or view the bro-

chure online for more 

information.  

MEMORIALS 
 

Tim Meno 

Don & Wendi Mitchell 

Teachers Bowling League 

Thank You and Welcome 
A special “Thank You” to Earl DesJardins for his ser-

vice as Council President for the past two years and 

for his many years of service in numerous capacities. 

Earl’s leadership will continue as he serves on the  

Executive Committee as Past President. 
 

The Blue Water Council’s Board of Directors has five 

new members who started their term July 1st. Wel-

come aboard Marty Doorn, Walt Fitzgerald, Wayne 

Hastings, Ian Johnson, and Doug Soule. We look for-

ward to your input during this time when many impor-

tant merger issues and questions face this Council. 
Bob Beedon, President  

Scouts Return Home from 2011 Philmont Scout Ranch Expedition 
Reflecting back, it’s hard to believe it has been nearly a month since the Blue Water Council contingent to 

Philmont returned home. The Scouts that attended the Scout Ranch have a lifetime of fond memories and 

pictures to share with friends, family, Scouts and Scouters.  
 

They will reminisce about trek #22, climbing Mt. Baldy, a side trip to the Tooth of Time, as well as some of the 

activities we experienced such as rock climbing, hatchet throwing, black powder rifle shooting, branding, 

conservation projects, wall climbing, our tour of Wade Phillip’s Villa and more.  
 

Our Scouts had a great time. They learned a lot about nature, hiking, map and compass skills, hydration, 

weather, teamwork, leadership, patience, cooking skills, water purification, water conservation and many 

more things. The skills learned in the back country will last them their entire life.  
 

At the end of each day we would close with Thorns and Roses. I would like 

to do one more Thorns and Roses to end this article. My Thorn is my age; it is 

catching up to me. My Rose is that the crew was great! We were small in 

numbers but persevered against the elements and completed the trek. My 

Bud is that these scouts will someday return to Philmont Scout Ranch with 

their sons or daughters to share that experience with them.  
 

Scouters, Philmont Scout Ranch is a great learning experience for your 

Scouts. They will grow a lot out there, and they will put everything they have 

learned in Scouting to use out in the back country. You will see a big differ-

ence in them when they get back home; encourage them to experience 

Philmont! 

Yours in Scouting, Terry Green, BRB District Chairman 

Aviation Merit Badge Clinic 
Selfridge ANGB will be offering a free Boy Scout 

Aviation Merit Badge clinic August 20th & 21st. The 

clinic is sponsored by the Civil Air Patrol. For more 

information, please view the flyer at our website.  

Train Station - Raton,  

New Mexico   
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Greetings from Silver Trails 
As many of you heard, I recently attended National Camp School. I returned with a lot of new knowledge 

of BSA’s shooting sports programs. There is a whole new set of guidelines for all of our programs for Cub 

Scouts, Boy Scouts and Venture Crews. There will be trainings offered here at STSR specific to each shooting 

sport in all 3 programs.  
 

The Cub Scout Shooting Sports Training will provide all the instruction you need to impart Archery or BB Guns 

in your district program. There are several more options in the new Cub Scout Shooting Sports manual that 

fall under the Cub Scout Shooting Sports guidelines.  
 

The Boy Scouts Shooting Sports Training has 3 disciplines. This course will provide all the lessons you need to 

sign Merit Badge blue cards and run a range at Silver Trails or at a Unit level. The 3 disciplines are rifle, shot-

gun and muzzle loading. Additional information will be provided on the use of tomahawks, throwing knives, 

slingshots, rockets and atlatl’s. 
 

The Venturing Shooting Sports Program has the same 3 disciplines as the Boy Scout Program; however, there 

is a 4th discipline - the pistol. 
 

The training programs will begin sometime after September. There will be flyers posted on the Blue Water 

Council website, as well as distributed to each District Committee. If you have any questions or would like to 

guarantee your spot, please call me at 810-394-1185 or email me at jerry.deeg@scouting.org.  
Ranger Jerry  

Camp Promotion & Upcoming Events 

Aloha,  

Welcome home to all units who enjoyed summer 

camp…yes it was warm! August and September 

have a full program for camp and outdoor events: 
 

August         6th-7th Silver Trails Archery Shoot  
         6th Florida Seabase group returns  

September 10th-11th Silver Trails Archery Shoot 
        16th-18th Indian Lore Campmaster  

        23rd-25th OA Fall Conclave  
 

Black River Basin District Camping Committee wel-

comes two new members, Tom Ruedisueli and  

Matthew Faulkner. Tom and Matt have new ideas 

for the committee, and I thank them for coming on-

board.  

To all Cub and Boy Scout leaders, if you have any 

questions regarding any program with the Council, 

please contact your Unit Commissioner or District 

Committee people. We are here for you.  
 

   Mahalo,  
John D. Livingston, BRB District  

Camping Committee Chairman  

Scouts  learning new skills during this year’s Webelos Weekend  

District News 
Fall Round–up for Cub Scouts is coming up quick! 

Get your dates in for Boy Talks and Round-ups as 

soon as possible so I can get your flyers and stickers 

done. Every pack will also get a yard sign and post-

ers to hang around your town. Also for troops and 

crews, flyers are available for your open house. Let 

me know when and where, and I will help make it 

happen. 
 

I am looking forward to another productive year with 

the Black River Basin District! I spent a couple of 

weeks away at training and have some exciting 

ideas to share. We are up in membership already 

which means we are a happening Scouting place to 

be! Let’s keep our momentum going! We are still 

working on our Friends of Scouting campaigns so 

make sure to get your pledges in, and we will be up 

in that too!  
 

Get trained for your position so we can continue to 

give our Scouts the programs they deserve. Call or 

email me anytime for anything you need. Thanks for 

having me as your District Executive! It’s an exciting 

time to be in Scouting! 
Cyndi Jagodzinski  

A big thank you to Steve McPherson, 

Ian Boden T294, Bruce Bianchi, Jim & 

Alan Harder, Dave Zarling, Randy 

Smith, Ranger Jerry, Win & Dianne 

Knowles, Bob, Ed & Sam Birkett, and 

Michelle & Matt Lentz for staffing this 

fun event. We could not run great 

events without the dedication of 

Scouts and Scouters like them! 

2011 Webelos Weekend  

Black River Basin 
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       As the Troop marched proudly from the ferry boat at the Arnold Line dock in Mackinaw City, they 

echoed the cadence call of their SPL, Nick.  Caleb’s snare drum snapped a crisp rhythm that sent 

chills with each “Rim Shot”.  The Mackinaw Island Service Troop had completed another successful 

year.  More than that, the Troop’s Island exodus marked the 30th year of service to the Mackinac Island 

State Historic Parks. 

     The names of Scoutmasters and Assistant Scoutmasters are too numerous to list in this article.  A com-

plete listing of all the adults that have given so much would consume most of the allowable space! 

     Local merchants and benefactors have helped with supplies, transportation and financial support.  Moms, 

dads, uncles and aunts, friends and others that just want to help have stepped up to drive Scouts up, drive Scouts 

back, or maybe drive a bottle of forgotten medication to Mackinaw City and place it on a ferry for a Scout in 

need.  How many times did Sy and Jackie show up at 4am, to drive a few Scouts that otherwise couldn’t find a 

ride, north?  In all the commotion of leaving, the “Thank yous” were never loud enough to be heard sufficiently by 

them or many of the other Good Samaritans. 

     One of the beautiful things about Scouting is that so many of the folks involved are of a “right spirit” or working 

hard at it.  Helping to meet the needs of those around us, living in accord with the wishes of the Great Master and 

enjoying the blessings that follow are, in the simplest terms, the essence of being “right spirited”.  It is a trait shared 

by most of the folks that have helped over the thirty years the Troop has existed. 

     My wife and I took advantage of an opportunity and stayed the weekend following the Troop’s return, in Macki-

naw City.  For me, it was the hot tub at the motel, soothing my aching body.  Cooking for the Troop takes a greater 

toll on me now than it did twenty years ago.  For my wife, it was a chance to visit relatives we rarely see. 

     While still in Mackinaw City, I received a shocking phone call.  Rollin, an Assistant Scoutmaster with both the 

Mackinac Island Service Troop and Troop 216, called to tell me that John Sturtridge, Assistant Scoutmaster for Troop 

216 had passed away unexpectedly. 

     Hearing that news, of course, I was shocked.  In the time that followed, I reflected on my friendship with John.  I 

had only known him through brief encounters in Troop 216 and at Marysville School Band Concerts. 

      At certain school band concerts, I have been known to dress as a pirate and offer bits of humor as a “filler” be-

tween songs, at the request of the band director.  John, having children in the band, was always there.  He would 

find me and offer me a bit of pirate humor before the show started.  He would give me a friendly smile, and shake 

my hand.  It seemed it was his way of expressing appreciation for my performing the part, year after year. 

      When John planned a canoe trip from the Croswell camp down to Silver Trails, he asked me to help.  I was hon-

ored by John’s welcoming request. 

      John, myself, and several other Troop leaders gathered at the McDonald’s in Croswell to discuss scouting the 

trip.  Every person in the restaurant seemed to know John.  They didn’t simply say, “Hi, John”.  In every case, it was 

a rousing, “Hello John! How are you?  What are you fellows up to?”  At least half a dozen folks, everyone in the res-

taurant, had to say hello!  (I joked that passers-by in cars would soon be honking their horns!) 

     While scouting the trip, we decided to seek permission to cross private property in portaging the Croswell dam.  

Of course, John knew the property owner.  He was welcomed by the individual and told that the Troop would be 

welcome! 

     On another occasion, I had returned home from work to find a parcel that John had dropped off at my house.  

He told my wife the package was for me.  I opened it to find a framed picture, a diagram of a canoe.  It was well 

aged, and probably taken from an old Boy Scout book, or magazine.   Very nice, I thought. 

     I got on the telephone to thank John. When he told me it was his father’s, I assured him I would copy it and re-

turn it.  John said, “No.  You don’t understand.  It was my father’s and I want you to have it.” 

     John not only honored me with the gift, but he had demonstrated his nature as well.  I have learned that he was 

always a very giving man.  He achieved great things in his life, through his giving and support of all those around 

him.  John, an Eagle Scout, was truly a “right spirited” man. 

     To say it in the words of Sir Paul McCartney (yes, the Beatle), “And in the end, the Love you take is equal to the 

Love you make.”   John gave.  To Scouting, to youth, to anyone he could help.  It was his nature.  He gave of him-

self that others would be blessed.  For having known him, I am a better person. 

     What would our world be if we were all a little more like John?  
 

Steve Down, July 2011     

Boy Scout Program Kickoff: Wed. August 17th 
Cub Scout Program Kickoff: Wed. August 24th 
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August September 

The Scout Shop will be open on Saturdays from 10am 

until 1pm from September 17th through October 15th. 

Scout Service Center Staff   810-982-9529                         e-mail address 
 

Paul Schwartz           Scout Executive        paulw.schwartz@scouting.org 

Korissa Kramer          District Executive         korissa.kramer@scouting.org 

Cyndi Jagodzinski   District Executive     cyndi.jagodzinski@scouting.org 

Janice Dubay          Office Mgr/Finance                 jdubay@bsamail.org 

Jerry Deeg                Camp Ranger                    jerry.deeg@scouting.org 

Melissa Pinskey         Admin. Assistant        melissa.pinskey@scouting.org 

Lori Thueme              Scout Shop Mgr                lori.thueme@scouting.org 

Council President 

Robert Beedon                                       810-984-2765 

Council Commissioner 

Steve McPherson                                   810-966-2246 
 

Black River Basin District 

Terry Green-District Chairman          810-385-7669 

Randy Smith-District Commissioner      810-305-0783 
 

3-Rivers District 

Dan Steinmetz-District Chairman         810-392-3616 
 

Roundtable Commissioners 

Chris Knuth-BS Roundtable                   810-434-6189 

Kathy Graham                                       810-966-1494 

& Joni MacLean - CSRT Team              810-987-3586 

Popcorn Kickoff - 6:30pm  

First United Methodist Church 

Labor Day  -  Scout Service Center Closed 

Commissioner Meetings -  7pm  

Archery Shoot  -  Silver Trails 

Popcorn Orders Due - Show & Sell 

Cub Scout Roundtable - 7pm SSC 

Executive Board Meeting  

Boy Scout Roundtable  -  STSR 

Indian Lore Campmaster  -  STSR 

District Committee Meetings  -  7pm 

Pack Trainer Training - SSC  

OA Fall Conclave  -  STSR 

Eagle Board of Review  -  7pm Westminster Church 

Properties Committee Meeting  -  7pm SSC 
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Archery Shoot  -  Silver Trails 

Executive Committee Meeting  -  6:30pm  SSC 

Combined District Committee/Commissioner Meetings 

OA Leadership Meeting 

Boy Scout Program Kickoff - 6 pm  

First United Methodist Church 

Sporting Clays Event 

Cub Scout Program Kickoff - 6 pm  

First United Methodist Church 

Archery Committee Meeting 

Eagle Board of Review  -  7pm Westminster Church 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


